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This is in reply to your letter of February 16, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituen~s regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235. 57 FR. 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 KHz Qand. In short. we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account 'wh~n we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Sincerely,

<:!'~4~~
f' Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division

Private Radio Bureau
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fte BODorable John Breaux
U.S. SeDa~e

'15 .arl seDa~e Office Bldg.
Wa.biu~oD, D.C. 20510-1803

Dear Seua~or Breaux:

1993 FEB -4 PH 4: \9

I deri.e ..uy bour. of eujoyaeD~ froa cou.~ruc~iDg aad opera~iDg radio cou~rolled -ad.l
airplaae., aud I .. ac~iYe iD a local club wbos• ..-ber. al.o eujoy cOD.~ruc~iug aad
opera~iug radio cou~rolled aodel airplaue••

I .. .ery coucero.d abou~ propo.ed rul.. ~ha~ are curr.u~ly UDder cou.idera~iou by ~h.

Peel.ral' CO_UDica~iou. CO_i.aiou (PCC). ft. proc.eeliug i. PR Dock.~ 92-235. If
adop~ecl, ~b. u.w rul.. will grea~ly r.duc. ~h. u.abili~y of {requ.uci.. curr.u~ly

•••igoR for aodel u•• aud iDcr•••• ~h. ri.k of .ccid.n~. aud a~~.uda~~ liabU.i~y for
cou~rolliu9 804el .irpl.u•••

OUr r.dio cOD~rol fr.qu.ucie••re iu Ue 72-7' MBa band. niB baud i. priaarily u••d for
pri.a~. laud .abile di.pa~cb opera~iou.. Bowe••r, our radio cou~rol frequ.Dcie. iD ~hi.

baud ar. f.r euough .p.rt froa ~be l.ud IIObil. frequ.uci•• ~b.~ we b••• beeu abl. ~o

.bar. ~be baud wi~hou~ .i~ber u.e iu~.rf.riDg wi~h ~h. o~h.r.

How ~h. FCC waa~. ~o cr.a~e 8Gr~'laud 8Gbil. frequeuci•• by .pli~~iDg U .. iD~o uarrower
b.ud wid~h••ud rearraagiDg Ue baud pIau. A.a r••u1~, ..uy laacl .abile {requeuci••
will lIO.e clo.er ~o ~he r.dio cou~ro1 frequeuci.. &Del cau.e iu~erfereuce ~ radio cou~rol

opera~iou.. I .. ~old ~ba~ of ~be 50 fr.queuci•• ~ha~ ar. pre••u~ly ••ailabl. for radio
cOD~rol of IIOdel airplaue., ouly 19 frequeDcie. will be l.f~ if ~be.. Dew rule. .re
adop~.d.

When we fly our .od.l airpl.u•• UDd.r radio cOD~rol, w. go ~o gr••~ leu~h. ~o ••sur. ~h•
••f.~y of ~b. op.ra~ors aud bys~aud.r. .nd ~b. pro~.c~iou of property • Mauy of· our
.af.~y precau~ious iuvolv. ~h. car.ful coordin.~ion and u.. of ~b. radio con~rol

fr.quencies. If ~h. nuaber of u.abl. frequencies i. diainish.d a. propo.ed by ~he PCC,
~he reaaining frequ.nci.. will becoae conges~ed and ~he .argiD of saf.~y will b. grea~ly

decreased.

Pl.ase und.r.~and ~ha~ aany aod.l airplan.s have wing .pans up ~o 10 fe.~ and weigh as
.uch as 30 or 40 po~d.. Th• .adels ~h..selves .r. expensi.e ~o build; bu~ IIOr. ~o ~he

poi.n~, ~hey are capabl. of cau.ing property daaag., s.riou. injury, or .ven dea~h if
radio iu~erf.r.nce c.u.e. ~he opera~or ~o lo.e con~rol ~o ~h. craf~. We of~eu fly our
.odels a~ orgauized .veuts aud cOD~eat. where huudreds of op.ra~ora participat.. We need
~h. use of our full coapleaeut: of radio fr.quencies in order ~o assure a safe flying
environment.

I do uot thiuk it ia wis. of ~h. PCC ~o seek to i.prove the operating coudi~ious of laud
aobile radio users at ~he expeus. of radio eoutrol IIOdelers. n. PCC aay uo~ ~hink we
are !aportant aa business user. of radios, bu~ we h.ve • eousiderabl. iuvestaen~ iu our
.od.ls and iu our radio .quipaen~. Th. hobby provide. ..uy hours of .njoyaent to
thousands of people like aya.lf and eon~ribu~.s to the advauceaent aud developaent of
co..ereial aviatiou iudus~ry.

Please help .e eou~inue ~h. .af. enjoyaeu~ of ay pas~iae by uo~ allowing ~he FCC ~o carry
out its proposals for the 72-76 MHZ b.nd.



January 29, 1993

The Honorable John Breaux '..
United states Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Re:PR Docket 92-235

I am a member of the Acadian RIC Club here in Latayette,
Louisiana. The club is Academy of Model Aeronautics
Charter Club #321. As a club we promote model aviation
and safety education along with it. We have hosted The
Cajun Nationals contest for pattern fliers since 1969.
This contest draws contestants· from several states.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are
currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR
Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies 'are in the 72-76 MHz band.
This band"is prim~r'i"fy ~tised~for 'priva'te land mobile
dispatch operations. However, our radio control
frequencies in this·band are tar enough apart trom the
land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share
the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies
by splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging
the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and
cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies
will left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go
to great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and
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bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our
safety precautions involve the careful coordination and
use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the
margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing
spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or ~O pounds.
The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to
the point, they are capable of causing property damage,
serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes
the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly
our models at organized events and contests where hundreds
of operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe
flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the
expense of radio contr~l modelers. The FCC may not think
we are as important a~ business users of radios, but we
have a considerable investment in our models and in our
radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and
contributes to the advancement and development of the
commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime
by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72-76 MHz band.

~cerely,

~
I



John Breaux
Louisiana

Committees:

Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

Finance

Special Committee on Aging

iinittd ~tatts ~roatt
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-1803

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
(202)224-4623

CENTRAL LOUISIANA OFFICE:

534 MURRAY STREET
ALEXANDRIA, LA 71301

(318) 473-7370

SOUTH LOUISIANA OFFICE:

THE FEDERAL BUILDING

705 JEFfERSON STREET. ROOM 103
LAFAYETTE, LA 70501

(318) 264-6871

February 16, 1993

Ms. Linda Townsend Solheim, Director
Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission, Room 808
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

NORTH LOUISIANA OFFICE:
WASHINGTON SOUARE ANNEX BUILDING
211 NORTH 3RD STREET. ROOM 102A

MONROE, LA 71201
(318) 325-3320

NEW ORLEANS AREA OFFICE:
HALE BOGGS FEDERAL BUILDING

501 MAGAZINE STREET, SUITE 1005
NEW ORLEANS, LA 70130

(504) 589-2531

I have been contacted by several constituents regarding
their concerns about the Federal Communications Commission's
proposed rule for model airplane radio frequency operation.

Enclosed for your review is a copy of correspondence I
received regarding this matter. Please investigate this material
and provide me with a report. Your reply may be forwarded to the
attention of GUy R. Mayer.

Thank you for your time and attention .
•

With kind regards,

Sincerely,

~(}~
JOHN BREAUX
United States Senator

JB/grm
Enclosure


